to 1711 1«2 



TT TL E 



TMSTITUTr 

PUB DAT^ 
NOTE 

IDBS PRICE 
DESCBl PTORS 



IDENTIFIES S 



propDsed s^it^ Board 
Colorado s-^int » Bo at 4 



0 ecu pa tl^n^l 

1 S^p IB 
11p. 



for d&wuiiity ectleqts^^^d 



Dd^Jcstl on . p^t^ vt^ r. 



MF01/PC01 pla s Postage* 

^Junior Collsq^-^; ^S^.a^A St iiidaj?d^^ Iraiisf^r polkc^; 

\rpaatlon al SSuc^t ion 

^Colorado 



ABSTF ACT 

1^ study of a^/C6^ttflcan% s^ariaaiis cf CQftinuni^y 

colleges in 2^ states showed vide m tiiutLon ^ in sean^xfls, bt^t iLsd 
ninny siiailariti^s f^r i^hr^s? prtnolpa 1 assoc ii^.e d^gr ssQcia^^ of 

arts (A.A,.)^ associatt of ^al^tici (A^S^)^ a 3i3 a^s^cist^ of iCipJisia 

studies (^*G*S^) ana an aisoclii^*^ of ,occ*pi^4on^l stniilis <!\^o^S^) 
6^gvm^^ ar,a certificates f^r st ud^nt £ ^ooppl^tinfr progt aiii s not Jea^dtng 
to an associate degrei ^mtw r #catiim %n defl^ vi^h ean^en^: I'i g\3ir^i#n^5r 
for approval by thf Colorado Stat^ B^acfl to^ ^ocip^nt^y Collige^. Th.^ 
proposals and the designations and i"?:arxd^td^ ^ha^t wt^^ ictaakly 
iaoptia by tht Boarl a^? provldefl in this fl^cijm^ntr ^hich al^o 
pres^nt^ a d^flni-^loii ana ratiomlt fcr yin^t^l iatucatlon, H^e^riinq 
to th^m^ stanaards, A. ft. aaaa.Si progr ittis se^uLf^ (iS qiiact?:t boiirs 
of g^nsral saudatiori a^eait and ar ^ int fft flifl ^xd\»ii^i for t^aasf^r 
to baccalaureate prografs; A*A,S* pr^gr aia s ^e^uL ISbouts^f 
general education ersait m -1 ar^ tiit«ena ^s^cju^irtly jr^pa^e 
stuS^nts ^0 ?ntsr fall^tLie ikilled ©na/o? gitf apr© f iss dotiil 
occupations; A*G,S* programs rijuiti 2U h cusrs of q^en^ral ^fiuttatiSTi 
cr^ait^ and that ea^h ^tuflent d^v^lop a^id m^fi^- pbjec^iws; la d A. Oi S. 
programs rfguir^ ^0 guairt ft c^idlt h^ur^ ana ^ta at as r^qaiPi th^t 
^ach program o fft r aiicjua te px^ptcattcn for j^b trj, (Aifc) 



* Rtproaiic^.ions supplied by EDBS ata ^h^ b^St th^t can ^ 



PROPOSED STATE BOARD STANDARDS FOR COMMUNITY COLLEGE IDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS 
LEADING TO ASSOCIATE DEGREES AIND CERTIFICATES 



By 

TerrencB A* To! l&fsori 



"PERMISSION TD REPRODUCi THIS 
MATERIAL HAS BIEN GRANTED BY 



To THE EDUCATIONAL RESOURCIS 
IM FORMATION CENTiR fERlCj;' 



uS DCpANTMEii V OF HE&LtN. 
eeU^ftTJON ft WELP^RE 
N^riCNAL INITITUTEO^ 
EOUCATION 

tHiS pOCUMiNT H^l liiN RgPRo- 
PUClO ijiACTLV AS ReCi/VBB PROM 
7He PERSON OB Q^GANIZATION OB|&rjsi, 
^TiN^ rT POiNTl OF vrEW Q« DPiNrONS 
§TiiTiD DO NOT NECeSSARrLV BEFRl. 
SiNTQFFjClAl. NATIONAL iNSTrTUti Qp 
EDiJC^T^ON FOSiriON OJ? POLICY 



COLORADO STATE BOARD FOR COMMUNnV COLLEGES AND OCCUPWIONAL EDUCATION 




Richard p. lAMM, Governof 

STATE BOARD FOR COMMUNITY COLLEGES AND OCCUPATIONAL EDUCATION 

3QT iTATl SErVjCES BUlUSiNa * tPl5 iHE^M4N STREET ' BgNVlp. Cok^JflAB© iOlQ! 



WILUIAM WDOUF, PiraetQf 
OCCUPATIONAL SDUCaTION 



TERRENCE A. TDLLEFiON. Dirgqtsr 
eOMMUNlTV COLLEGES 
(303) 831.3151 



Date: September 1, 1978 

To* Comniunit/ and Junior Col lege Presidencs 

FrDin; Terrence A, To lief son 



Subject: Proposed State Board Standards for Community College Educatiunal 
Progrsms Leading to Associate Degrees and Certificates 

As you know, the State Board for Community Colleges and Occupational Education 
adopted preliminary standards for associate degree and certificate programs in 
comfnunity colleges In Decembers 1977* I recommended only preliminary approval at 
that time because I had not yet had time to study all of the issues in sufficient 
detai K Since Deceniberj I have recently completed a study of degree/certificate 
standards of cotnmunity college systems in 2g other states. A copy is attached 
for each of you. 

Although there tre wide variations in standards from one state to another, the 
study also shows many similarities for three principal associita degrees In use 
across the nation. The basic national pattern Is described below* 



A&e0aiat0 of Apts Dsqr&e 



The Associate of Arts (A. A*) degree Is generally awarded to ^ student who success^ 
fully completes a two-year program designed to lead to transfer to a four-year college 
or university for purposes of earning a baccalaureate degree* All courses 
are therefore intended to transfer. 



AsBOQiate of Spif nae^ D&gp&e 

The Associate of Science (A.S.) degree is usually awarded upon graduation from 
either of a combination of two types of programs. One type is a college transfer 
program, corriparai^le to m A, A. program but with more course work in science and 
mathematics* The other type is a hlgh-^level technical program^ such as nursing 
or electron ICS? designed primarily for students who wish to enter a nevv occupa^ 
tional field at the end of two years of fgll'-tinie study or the equivalent In part = 
time study. 



EKLC 



P-715 (continued) 



Agdcaiate ofApplimd Saienam 



The Associate^ of Applied Science (A,A.S.) degree is generany awarded to graduates 
of programs designed excluslvaly for students who wish to go to work immediately 
after graduation. Ten or fifteen years ago, A.A*S* programs were often described 
as '*terml na 1*' in natyre* That term is now seldom used because it Imposes an arti-' 
ficlal and unneceisary obstacle to transferabn I ty of cnedit for those few gradu- 
ates who may wish to transfer with partial credit at some time in the future. 

My proposal is to recommfend State Board approval for the three basic types of pro-* 
grams above. I also wish to recommend State Board approval of two othar types of 
associate degree prograftis, as described below, 

' ABBociate of G enerat SiMdims Degree 

The Associate of Genera) Studies (A.G.S*) degree would be awarded to students who 
wished to desjgn their own programs. With no state-^i mposed requi rementi except 
completion of 60 sfementer ^credit hours of 90 quarter credit hours, such students 
would be permitted c5ther to receive the A,G-S. degree upon completioh, or to 
change to college transfer or vocational programs after eKplorlng several subject 
fields. This degree Is in use in Arizona, MllnoiSs and Iowa. 

One example of an A,G,S, degree program is the one at Pikes Peak Cointiynity College 
recently approved by the State Board. 

A&aoQiate of OaaupationaZ Studies 

The Associate of Occupational Studies (A,0,Sj degree is currently in use in New 
York and Ohio community colleges. The purpose of this degree would be to permit 
programs with eKtremely high required proportions of skill courses to lead to 
assocfate degrees without requiring any courses in general education* 

Certifiaat&& 

Under this proposal, certificates would be awarded to students who successfully 
complete any state-^approved educational program not leading to an associate 
degree* If the State Board approves the A.O*Sp degree, there would probably no 
longer be a need for two-'vear certificate programs, 

Prapa&ed Content Beq uit^ments 

Each associate degree program would be required to contain at least 60 semester 
credit hours or 90 quarter credit hours. There would be only one aBBOc%a±& of 
QPtB degree program at each community college. Each college would be free to set 
its own specific course requi rements j which would be designed to assure maxjmym 
transferability to four-year colleges and universities In Colorado. All degree 
requ I rements J as a matter of State Board policy, would be published in the college 
catalog. Electives would permit a range of optional emphases within the A*A, 
progfam* Those options would not be allowed to be advertised in the college 
catilog but could be listed fn college brochures* The diploma awarded on graduation 
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would say only that eich graduate had successfully completed an associate of arts 
degree, without specifyfrig the major field, 

Each aBsoaiate of Baimam degree program would be required to include b mfnimUfTi 
of 20 semester credit houri of 30 quarter credit hours of general education courses. 
Each college would be frse to define generai educations but the definition would 
be required to be pfomfnently published In the official college catalog. There 
would be a separate associate of science degree program for each field of special- 
isation. Each diploma awarded to a graduate would specify that the degree was an 
assocfate of science degree In a specialised field, As in the case of an associate 
of arts degree program, electfves would permit a range of options* Agalns the 
options could not be nsted in the college catalog, but could oe included In 
college brochures describing the program. 

Each asGaaiat& of applied Saimnqf^ degree prograrn wuld be i n a particular occupa- 
tional field and would be designed to lead to employment Fn one job title category 
or several closely related job title categories. A minimum of 15 semester credit 
hours of Zl quarter hours fn general education would be required. The 
definition of general education would be the same for each college as Its defini- 
tion used for A.S. progranis. The diploma awarded to each graduate of an A.A,S* program 
would read associate of applied science In a specialized field. 

Electives would permit ^ rsnge of optional specialisations within each A.A.S. 
program. Each option could be included fn borchures describing the program^ but 
could not be listed in the college catalog. 

The aesoa%at 0 of g&mml ^p^diee program would have no state- Imposed course content 
requirements, but would require a minimum of 60 semester credit hours of 90 quarter 
credit hours of passing work for graduation. 

An aBsoQ%a t0 of oaQupatioi^l^ s;^^&g degree would be awarded to graduates of all 
programs for whichj because of very high skill requirements or for other reasons, 
the general education requirements for A,S. or A.A.S. programs could not be met. 

The State Board for Community Colleges and Occupational Education would not Impose 
any across^the=board requf rements on aeTtifiQat& programs ^ but would require col- 
leges to demonstrate that each certificate program represented a coherent body of 
knowledge and skill which would enable each student to satisfy some occupational 
or persona 1 goal . 

General support for the above proposed configuration of and standards for associate 
degree and certificate programs is provided by the Carnegie Foundation for the 
Advancement of Teaching, m% well as by the attached national study. An excerpt 
from pages 128-131 of H[sjjQns j he College Curriculum , published by Jossey-Bass 
in 1977, is quoted below; 

COMMUNiTY COLLEGES 

The two-year cowiuhity colleges are easily the most diverse of 
all colleges in the country. Not only are they distinctive as 
compared to on% another, but they also pride themselves fn 
encouraging diversity of programs within each college. The 
result Is a spectrum of , i nsti tut Ions In which colleges with 
narrowly defined technical or vocational programs are at one 
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end and mult I -unit community colleges are at the other. In 
between are colleges with a basic transfer cufriculum and 
variations of structure and offerings that move in both 
variations of structure and offerelngs that move in both 
directions along the spectruni. In addltlonp there are two- 
vear branch cimpuses of colleges and universities, propria 
€tary Institutions that have similar missions, ind other 
specialized i nsti tut ions * such as the Community College of 
the Ai r Force* 

The curricula of these colleges are basically related to 
their training functions and the degrees and certificates 
they award, but an increasing focus of comprehensive two^ 
year colleges on community services and human^devel opment 
activities has produced programs that often go far beyond 
those defined by their degree and certificate programs. 

The degrees offered by community colleges include the 
aswaiats of arts degree p which is designed primarily as a 
transfer degree and includes courses that parallel the 
offerings of four-=year Institutions at the sophornore level. 
Work for the degree normally includes studies In major and 
minor fields and general education electlves. The concen- 
trations required In the associate of arts program are often 
linked to the majors students intent to pursue after trans- 
ferring* At private two-year col leges ^ the curri cul um may 
be entirely devoted to such Instruction. 

Cornmunity colleges may also offer an assoaiate of saienoe 
degree^ which is usually intended to prepare one for Imme- 
diate employment in a specialized field but which is some-- 
times used as a transfer degree in the sciences. The 
aBSaaiate of appli&d aaiew# degree offered by community 
colleges certifies both competence In a technical and 
occupational field sufficient to merit entry into employ- 
ri^nt and academic achieve (si c) that can be transferred 
to a four^year college. About SO percent of all community 
college students are in such programs. Increasingly^ four- 
year colleges and universities are designing baccalaureate'- 
level degrees that allow the developnnent of "upside-down*' 
programs that permit students to concentrate on occupational 
preparation at the beginning rather than at the end of the 
undergraduate career. Other colleges, such is the Capitol 
Campus of Penn State University and the Upper Division 
College of SUNY at Utica/Rome, New Yori<, are structuring 
their programs to accommodate students who want to transfer 
out of career programs, 

Cmrtifiaaies are awarded by two-year colleges for a range of 
offerings with special purposes. They may be awarded for 
coffipletion of vocational training requi rements linked closely 
with apprenticeship training, or with the training needs of 
governiT^ntal and social service agencies. Certificate programs 
often involve concentration on one field of study with no addl- 
tional general education or distribution requl refnents . Some 
may be of short duration, lasting from 9 to 20 weeks* 
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EKCept for the requirements for those degrees and certificates 
graduates may need to obtain licensing for employment In cer- 
tain fieldSi the degree and certificate requirements of commun i t 
colleges do not neoessarily govern a ?»tudent*s educational choices. 
If students Intend from the beginning to transfer to a four^year 
institution, the degree requirements of their community college 
may have less Influence on their course of studies than the 
entrance requirements of the college to which they plan to trans- 
fer. The curricula of two-year colleges are open-ended^ and the 
students who attend them may have more free choice than published 
degree requirements would suggest. 

The set of proposals described above has obvious implications for community college 
educational program approval by both the State Board for Community Colleges and 
Occupational Educatfon and the Colorado Commission on Higher Education. The 
Commission asked the State Board nearly a year ago to specify its curriculum stand'- 
ards, In the light of the recent AttornBy Generars opinion, it seems Important 
to obtain a reaction from the Commission at its September 8, 1978 meeting, 

I am also asking the Colorado State Advisory Council on Vocational Education to 
react to this proposal. 

I pJan to present the proposal to the State Board for Community Colleges and 
Occupational Education for information and discussion at its Septeniber 1978 
meeting* Based upon comments and suggestions from community and junior college 
presidents md others, I hope to make any needed changes in time for State Board 
adoption at its October 12-13, 1978 meeting. The proposed effective date for the 
new standards is the fall, 1979 term, I will appreciate receiving your comments 
and suggestions as quickly as possible* Thank you. 

bl/nn 

cc: Mr, Lloyd Laws on 

Mr, Leonard A» Hergenreter 
Dr, Lee Kerschner 

Members s State Board for Community Colleges 
and Occupational Education 
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Policy BP 9-40 ASSOCIATE DEGREE AND CERTIFICATE DESIGNATIONS AND STANDARDS 



1 . IntPoduation 



From among appro»<i mately fifty associate degree designations Identified as 
being in use nationally, five have been selected by the State Board for use 
in Colorado community and Junior col leges. Proposals for new associate 
degree programs in both state system and local district colleges must comply 
with the new designations and standards inmediately. 1 Associate degree pro- 
grams previously approved must comply with the new designations and standards 
no later than the opening day of classes for the igBO fall term. The later 
date for existing programs Is intended to perinit faculty and administrative 
staff members adequate time to make necessary changes and print new catalogs, 
and to avoid imposing addltionil requirements on students already enrolled 
in associate degree programs. 

The new degree designations and standards, although originany requested by 
the Co orado Commission on Higher Education, are also considered necessary for 
fulfillment of the following purposes: 

a. Establishment of minimum standards for all associate degrees without undue 
restriction of institutional flexibility t6 satisfy local needs; 

b. Facilitation of transferab 11 i ty of credit earned In associate of arts and 
associate of scjenee degree programs to senior col leges and un Iversi 1 1 es ; 



c. Expediting approval of proposed new programs by increasing the level of 
understanding and reducing disagreements by approving authorities. 

2. Rationale and Defimtion of Geneml Eduoatjon 

The State Board has adopted the following rationale and definition of general 
edgcatlon- 



a. Bationale 

People need more learning skills throughout their lives, and to 
gain access to unfamiliar subjects and ideas, they must be skill- 
ful users of libraries and other Information systems. Because 
increasing amounts of information about matters affecting their 
comfort and well-being are offered In quantitative terms, they 
need to be familiar with more sophisticated analytical tools, 
particularly statistics. 

We all need to prepare for the uncertainties of the future, and 
that involves, above all, fallback alternatives for earning 
a living, for acquiring different skills, for adjusting to new 
human relationships, for pursuing new Interests. 



^Before being recommended for approval by the Colorado Commission on Higher Education 
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There Is growing recognftlDn of how people are iffected by 
broad problems of the world. We all need to undirstand the 
Importance of reconciliation among nations and ideologies 
for the sake of lasting peace; of the intrlcaCe balances 
necessary to sustain a healthful and attractive enyjronment; 
of the limits of available resources; of the aggregated 
Impacts of individual actfons on the quality of our civili- 
sation and on the safety and freedom of ourselves and of 
others , 

We have a new appreclatfon for the quality of Qur total 
lives* We live longer and should expect to have many irore 
eKpsriences than were available to the generations that pre= 
ceded us » We also have to make irore choices. So we need to 
develop intellectual resources for developing a philosophy 
of life, for chooifng a life-style, for using leisure time 
in constructive and satisfying ways^ for understanding the 
cultural tradition not only of our own community and nation 
but also of distant and dissimilar parts of the world. 

We also need to understand and participate In the life of 
the world as citizens to acquire a more total view of 
where we and the world stand In the grand structure and 
history of the universe. We also needj as part of our educa- 
tionj knowledge that will help us to plan and direct our lives 
for sel f-f ul f 1 1 Imant J to understand people and work with them 
for common goals, and to obtain and analyze inforrnat ion in a 
way that leads to effective decisions. 

b. Definition 

General Education refers to programs of education specifically 
designed to assist individuals to assume the responsibilities 
which they share In common as citizens in a free lociety and 
for sholesome and creative participation in a wide range of 
1 Ife acti vi t ies . 

It does so by providing learning that: 

.1. Builds skills for advanced studies and lifelong 
learn i ng; 

2, Distributes time available for learning In such 
a way as to expose students to the malnitreams 
of thought and Interpretation humanities^ 
science, mathematics, social science, cor^muntca- 
t ions and the arts ; 

3. Integrates learning In ways that cultivate the 
students's broad understanding and ability to 
think about a large and complex subject; and 
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4. Prepares individuals for their roles as family 
members and as citizens* 

3. AQBoaiate D&p rem DesigmLtions ar^ Standw^dB 

a» Amoaiat e of ArtQ (A .A, ) Degree Programs, requiring 45 quirter credit 
hours of 30 semester credit hours of general education. Associate of 
arts degree programs are intended exclusively for transfer to 
baccalaureate programs offered by senior colleges and universities. 
There shall be only one A. A, program offered by each college. 



ABsoQiatm of Soimoe (A,S.) Degree Programs, requiring ^5 quarter credit 
hours of 3d semester credit hours of general education. Associate of 
science degree, programs are Intended exclusively for transfer to 
baccalaureate programs offered by senior colleges and un I vers I ties * 
There shall be only one A,S. program offered by each college. 



ABBOQiate of Applied SaienaB (A.A.S.) Degree Programs ^ requiring 18 
quarter credit hours or 12 semester credit hours of general education, 
Associate of applied science degree programs are Intended eKcluslvely 
to prepare students to enter full-time skilled and/or paraprofessional 
occupations at the end of two years of full-time study* However , the 
possibility exists that some course credits could be accepted for 
transfer by particular senior colleges and universities. Although 
no artificial barriers toward such possible transferj such as use 
of the '^terminaP' designation^ should be alloweds neitfier should 
courses in A*A,S, programs be specifically designed to facilitate 
transfer* Each A,A,S, program shall be In a specified occupational 
field. 



As&oaiate of Gemmt St udi&s (A.G^S^) Degree programSj requiring 24 
quarter credit hours or 16 semester credit hours of general education. Each 
college proposal for an associate of general studies degree program Is 
required to state that the college catalog will require each student 
to develop^ in consultation with and with the approval of counselors 
and/or faculty advisors^ a written statement of objectives and courses 
needed to satisfy those objectives, (Please note: Although the 90 
quarter credit hour or 60 sefnester credit hour total credit require- 
ment and the foregoing requirement for general education credit hours 
are the only state-Imposed requirements for the A.G.S. degree^ the 
State Board encourages each community or junior college to add more 
specific requ I rennents of Its own for this as well as all other associate 
degree programs.) 

The A.G^S. degree program Is considered to have the following advantages 
to the colleges and their students: 



2 

Carnegie Foundation for Advancement of Teaching^ "General Educations An Idea in 
Distress", Missions of the College Curriculum, (Jossey-Bass , Inc,, 1977) p* 165-166. 
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U It allows studenti with no predeternil ned occupitlonal or 
educational goals to axplore a variety of courses in both 
\ occupationai and general education fields, on the assuttiption 
that many students will later transfer to either A»A./A*S* 
transfer programs en route to B*A./B.S. matriculation^ with 
some loss of crBdttj or to A*A»S. or A*0,S* occupatlonil 
programs ; andj 

2. Many older students will be enabled to enroll In coursis of 
their own choice, subject to restrictions adopted by eaeh 
community college or Junior eollege which elects to offer the 
A*C5,S, degree program^ designed to serve their own needi. 

Such indiyidual needs may reflect a combination of occupat lonal ^ 
literary, artistic^ or personal interest objectives far too 
complex for any one traditional type of degree program to 
satisfy. The A*G,S, degree program Is not intended primarily 
for transfer, but some Individual courses would be highly 
transferable to senior colleges and universities* 

3. It offers a means to '-clean up" existing associate of ^rts 
programs^ some of which currently permit studetns to enroll 
for and count toward graduation some courses not Intended 
for transfer to baccalaureate degree programs. 



e, ABBOQ%a t§_^f_ 0agupat%ow^ St^di&s (A,Ot^.} Degree programs ^ in 
addition to the minimum total credits of 90 quarter credit hours or 
5o semeiter credit hours require only that the college Justify each 
such program to the State Board in terms of a loglcai sequence of 
courses which will assure adequate preparation for entry level 
employment In a particular occupational field. 

CertificateB 

A certificate may be awarded for completion of any state^approvad educational 
program which does not satisfy associate degree standards. No general educa^ 
tion is required by the State Board for certificate programs, 

Additianat Eecpdix^mentB of Individual Colleges 

The State Board encourages each community and Junior college to devleop such 
additional degree program requirements as are necessary to serve local needs* 



